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CDC Guidance on Maintaining Routine 
Immunizations during COVID-19 
Recommendations for Adults 

• Older adults and adults with underlying medical conditions are particularly at increased risk for preventable 
disease and complications if vaccination is deferred. 

• Healthcare providers, whether they administer vaccines or not, should take steps to ensure that their patients 
continue to receive vaccines according to the Standards for Adult Immunization Practice. 

Guidance also includes recommendations on the safe delivery of vaccines (e.g., use of personal 
protective equipment, physical distancing) 
Because patients may be receiving vaccines outside their medical home, it is critical all vaccines are 
documented for accurate and timely information on patient vaccination status. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PLUS 
• Unified, coordinated messages, engaged multiple stakeholders 
• Alternative delivery approaches 
• Strong recommendation 

3 



Physicians 

Pharmacists 

Nurses 

Physician 
Assistants 

Public Health Hospitals / 
Institutions 

Payers 

Immunization 
Stakeholders 

Community 
leaders & 

influencers 

Immunization Neighborhood 
Immunization Neighborhood 
Collaboration, coordination, and communication 
among immunization stakeholders dedicated to meeting 
the immunization needs of the patient and protecting the 
community from vaccine-preventable diseases.  
 
Coined by APhA in 2012 

• Patient and community centric 
• An entire community can invest in assessing, administering, and/or referring patients to receive appropriate vaccines. 
• Supports the sharing and exchanging of immunization data  



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy. 

• More than 400,000 pharmacists, 
student pharmacists, and 100,000 
pharmacy techs trained to 
administer vaccines 

• More than 40,000 pharmacies in 
network to provide vaccinations 

 
• Trusted health care providers 
• Vaccinations reported to Immunization Registries 

 

Pharmacies increase Access to Vaccines 
Across the Lifespan 



Areas pharmacists 
can IMPACT! 
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Provision of Pharmacy Services During COVID-19 
Ready, Willing and Able BUT Stressed & Stretched 
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Year-round offering of vaccinations 

Flu-vaccination Flu-vaccination 

January………………………………………………………………………………………………………December 

Continuity of Patient Care (medications, MTM and other services) 

COVID-19 Testing 

COVID-19 Vaccination 

Additional COVID-19 vaccine doses / 
COVID-19 vaccine Boosters Healthcare provider 

shortages, well-being, etc. 



Relaunching of Routine Vaccination Efforts 
When is the right time to focus on routine adult 
vaccinations? 

Co-administration and vaccine timing 
COVID-19 Post-Vaccination Time 

Observation and Education 
Will the public have a heightened interest / appreciation to 
obtain recommended vaccines (full protection against 
vaccine-preventable disease) 

 



Opportunity Knocks 
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• Point of care access 
to immunization data 
can increase 
opportunity for 
immunization 
discussion and 
delivery 



Coadministration with COVID-19 Vaccines 
• Clarification to providers that it is OK to co-administer 

• Considerations 
• Reactogenicity potential, especially for adjuvanted and other vaccines (Td/ tdap) 

• Informing patient of potential reactions and management 
• Administering vaccines in different arms, etc, 

• Not missing opportunities 
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2021-22 Influenza 
• Current guidance concerning administration of COVID-19 vaccines with other vaccines 

(https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html) indicates that these vaccines 
may be given with other vaccines, including influenza vaccines. No data are currently available concerning 
coadministration of currently authorized COVID-19 vaccines and influenza vaccines. Providers should be aware of 
the potential for increased reactogenicity with coadministration, and should consult CDC guidance at the referenced 
link for updated guidance as more information becomes available. If coadminstered, COVID-19 vaccines and 
vaccines that might be more likely to cause a local reaction (e.g., allV4 or HD-IIV4) should be administered in 
different limbs, if possible.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html


Timing of Vaccination - Influenza 
Protection wanes over season – more pronounced in older adults, less evidence in children 
 
Adults: 
“For non-pregnant adults, influenza vaccination during July and August should be avoided unless 
there is concern that later vaccination might not be possible.” 
 - Uncertainty of what post September 20 looks like 
 - Individuals coming in asking for 3rd dose / booster of COVID vaccine but not in alignment 
 with current recommendation 
  - opportunity to offer other vaccines 
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Additional Stress… 
Boosters:  Yes, No, Who, What, 
When & Why? 
Public Confusion… 
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NOT RECOMMENDED AT THIS TIME 



For Every Pharmacist. For All of Pharmacy. Self Attestation 
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https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/
COVID-19/Know-the-Facts    

https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
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Visit the COVID-19 Practice Resource 
Library 

Visit APhA’s Vaccine Confident website to 
access resources, talking points, and other 
information to empower pharmacists to build 
vaccine confidence.  
https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/ 

https://pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Know-the-Facts
https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/


Making a Difference 

17 Read these and other stories at: https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/Share/Success-Stories/Articles  

https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/Share/Success-Stories/Articles
https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/Share/Success-Stories/Articles
https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/Share/Success-Stories/Articles
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