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What are Vaccine Information Statements (ViSs)?

Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) are documents produced
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in con-
sultation with panels of experts and parents, to properly inform vac-
cinees (or their parents/\egal representatives) about the risks and
benefits of each vaccine. VISs are not meant to replace interactions
with health care providers, who should address any questions or
concerns that the vaccinee (or parent/legal representative) may have.

Using VISs is legally required!

Federal law (under the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act)
requires a health care provider to give a cOPY of the current VIS to
an adult patient orto a child’s parent/lega| representative before
vaccinating an adult or child with a dose of the following vaccines:
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, measles, mumps, rubella, polio,
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib), influ-
enza, pneumococcal conjugate, meningococcal, rotavirus, human
papillomavirus (HPV), or varicella (chickenpox only).

Where to get VISs

All available VISs can be downloaded from the websites of the
Immunization Action Coalition at www.immunize.org/vis or CDCat
wwwAcdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/index.html. Ready-to-copy versions
may also be available from your state or local health department.
Translations: You can find VISs in more than 30 languages on the
Immunization Action Coalition website at www.immunize.org/Vis.

To obtain translations of VIS in languages other than
English, goto www.immunize.org/vis.

According to CDC, the appropriate VIS must be given:

» Prior to the vaccination (and prior to each doseof a
multi-dose series);

» Regardless of the age of the vaccinee;

» Regardless of whether the vaccine is givenina public

or private health care setting.
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Federal law requires that VISs must be used for patients of
ALL ages when administering these

For the vaccines not covered under the National
Injury Act (i.e., adenovirus, anthrax,
mococcal po\ysaccharide, rabies, shingles, typhoid, and yellow

providers are not required by federal law to use VISs unless
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they have been purchased under
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In most medical settings, VISs are
parents/legal representatives) in paper
may be provided using electronic media. Regardless of the format
used, the goal is to provide a current

As of August 14, 2015, the most recent versions of the VISs are as follows:

Top 10 Facts About VISs

to all your patients before vaccinating them.

Most current version
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vaccines:

« MMR and MMRV

= meningococcal

» pneumococcal conjugate
= polio

= rotavirus

« varicella (chickenpox)

« DTaP (includes DT)

« Td and Tdap

» Hib

» hepatitis A

= hepatitis B

= HPV

» influenza (inactivated
and live, intranasal
vaccines)

Childhood Vaccine
Japanese encephalitis, pneu-

CDC contract. However, CDC rec-
be used whenever these vaccines are given.

VISs can be given to patients in a variety of ways.

provided to patients (or their
form. However, VISs also

VIS just prior to vaccination.
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