Hepatitis A, B, and C: Learn the Differences

Hepatitis A
caused by the hepatitis A virus (HAV)

Hepatitis B
caused by the hepatitis B virus (HBV)

Hepatitis C
caused by the hepatitis C virus (HCV)

How is it spread?

HAV is found in the feces (poop) of people with hepa-
titis A and is usually spread by close personal contact
(including sex or living in the same household). It
can also be spread by eating food or drinking water
contaminated with HAV.

HBV is found in blood and certain body fluids. The virus is spread
when blood or body fluid from an infected person enters the body
of a person who is not immune. HBV is spread through having
unprotected sex with an infected person, sharing needles or
“works” when shooting drugs, exposure to needlesticks or sharps
on the job, or from an infected mother to her baby during birth.
Exposure to infected blood in ANY situation can be a risk for
transmission.

HCV is found in blood and certain body fluids. The
virus is spread when blood or body fluid from an HCV-
infected person enters another person’s body. HCV

is spread through sharing needles or “works” when
shooting drugs, through exposure to needlesticks

or sharps on the job, or sometimes from an infected
mother to her baby during birth. It is possible to trans-
mit HCV during sex, but it is not common.

« People who wish to be protected from HAV infection
« All children at age 1 year (12-23 months)

« Unvaccinated children age 2-18 years

« Men who have sex with men

« Users of street drugs (injecting and non-injecting)

« People who travel or work in any area of the world

« All infants, children, and teens ages 0 through 18 years

« Any adult who wants to be protected from HBV infection

« Sexually active people who are not in long-term, mutually mo-
nogamous relationships

« Men who have sex with men

« People seeking evaluation or treatment for a sexually transmit-

There is no vaccine to prevent HCV.

Testing for HCV is recommended for the following
groups of people.

« All adults age 18 years and older

« Pregnant women

« Injecting drug users

your healthcare provider about your need for hepati-
tis A vaccine or a dose of immune globulin (IG).
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