
CDC statistics demonstrate dramatic declines 
in vaccine-preventable diseases when compared  
with the pre-vaccine era

DISEASE
PRE-VACCINE ERA 

ESTIMATED ANNUAL 
MORBIDITY

Diphtheria	 21,0531	 12	 >99%

H. influenzae serotype B (invasive, <5 years of age)	 20,0001	 172	 >99%

Hepatitis A	 117,3331	 (est) 3,3003	 97%

Hepatitis B (acute)	 66,2321	 (est) 14,4003	 78%

Measles	 530,2171	 1212 ,*   	 >99%

Meningococcal disease (all serotypes)	 2,8864	 3122	 89%

Mumps	 162,3441	 3862	 >99%

Pertussis	 200,7521	 3,0442	 98%

Pneumococcal disease (invasive, <5 years of age)	 16,0691	 1,1172	 93%

Polio (paralytic)	 16,3161	 12	 100%

Rotavirus (hospitalizations, <5 years of age)	 60,0005,**	 (est) 12,0006,**	     80%**

Rubella	 47,7451	 72	 >99%

Congenital Rubella Syndrome	 1521	 02	 >99%

Smallpox	 29,0051	 02	 100%

Tetanus	 5801	 262	 96%

Varicella	 4,085,1201	 4,3482	 >99%

MOST RECENT  
REPORTS  

OR ESTIMATES 
OF U.S. CASES 

PERCENT 
DECREASE

Vaccines Work! 
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*Measles cases reported to CDC in 2025 were 1,618 as of October 21, 2025 (www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html)
**�CDC estimate of annual rotavirus hospitalizations in U.S.<5 years: 55,000–70,000/year in prevaccination era; median 80% estimated reduction 

of rotavirus hospitalizations in U.S. children <5 years.
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