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It’s Federal Law!  You must use Vaccine Information  
Statements when vaccinating adults

Federal law requires that VISs 
must be given to adult patients 
when administering vaccines 
(influenza, pneumococcal  
conjugate, and others) that are 
also given to children.

For facts on how to use VISs, 
visit www.immunize.org/
catg.d/p2027.pdf.

To access federal Vaccine Information Statements 
and their translations in more than 35 languages,  
visit www.immunize.org/vis.

s

What are Vaccine Information Statements (VISs)?

Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) are documents produced 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in con-
sultation with panels of experts and parents, to properly inform vac-
cinees (or their parents/legal representatives) about the risks and 
benefits of each vaccine. VISs are not meant to replace interactions 
with health care providers, who should address any questions or 
concerns that the vaccinee (or parent/legal representative) may have.

Using VISs is legally required!

Federal law (under the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act) 
requires a health care provider to give a copy of the current VIS to 
an adult patient or to a child’s parent/legal representative before 
vaccinating an adult or child with a dose of the following vaccines: 
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, measles, mumps, rubella, polio, 
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib), influ
enza, pneumococcal conjugate, meningococcal, rotavirus, human 
papillomavirus (HPV), or varicella (chicken pox only).

Where to get VISs

All available VISs can be downloaded from the websites of the 
Immunization Action Coalition at www.immunize.org/vis or CDC at 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/index.html. Readytocopy versions 
may also be available from your state or local health department.

Translations: You can find VISs in more than 30 languages on the 
Immunization Action Coalition website at www.immunize.org/vis. 

It’s Federal Law! You must give
your patients current Vaccine
Information Statements (VISs)

According to CDC, the appropriate VIS must be given:

  Prior to the vaccination (and prior to each dose of a 
multi-dose series);

  Regardless of the age of the vaccinee;

˛   Regardless of whether the vaccine is given in a public  
or private health care setting.

To obtain translations of VIS in languages other than 
English, go to www.immunize.org/vis. 

Most current versions of VISs (table)

As of November 12, 2015, the most recent versions of the VISs are as follows:

A handy list of current VIS dates is also available at  
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2029.pdf.

Top 10 Facts About VISs

It’s federal law! You must give current VISs  
to all your patients before vaccinating them.

Federal law requires that VISs must be used for patients of  
all ages when administering these vaccines: 

• DTaP (includes DT) • MMR and MMRV
• Td and Tdap • meningococcal 
• Hib • pneumococcal conjugate
• hepatitis A • polio
• hepatitis B • rotavirus
• HPV • varicella (chickenpox)
•  influenza (inactivated  

and live, intranasal  
vaccines)

For the vaccines not covered under the National Childhood Vaccine 
Injury Act (i.e., adenovirus, anthrax, Japanese encephalitis, pneu-
mococcal polysaccharide, rabies, shingles, typhoid, and yellow 
fever), providers are not required by federal law to use VISs unless 
they have been purchased under CDC contract. However, CDC rec-
ommends that VISs be used whenever these vaccines are given.

VISs can be given to patients in a variety of ways.

In most medical settings, VISs are provided to patients (or their 
parents/legal representatives) in paper form. However, VISs also 
may be provided using electronic media. Regardless of the format 
used, the goal is to provide a current VIS just prior to vaccination. 

fact 
1

fact 
2

Adenovirus ................6/11/14
Anthrax ......................3/10/10
Chickenpox ...............3/13/08
DTaP ..........................5/17/07
Hib ............................... 4/2/15
Hepatitis A ..............10/25/11
Hepatitis B ..................2/2/12
HPV-Cervarix .............. 5/3/11
HPV-Gardasil ............5/17/13
HPV-Gardasil 9 ......... 4/15/15
Influenza ...................... 8/7/15
Japanese enceph .......1/24/14
MCV4/MPSV4.........10/14/11
MenB ......................... 8/14/15

MMR ......................... 4/20/12
MMRV .......................5/21/10
Multi-vaccine ............11/5/15
PCV13 ........................11/5/15
PPSV ..........................4/24/15
Polio ........................... 11/8/11
Rabies ........................10/6/09
Rotavirus ................... 4/15/15
Shingles .....................10/6/09
Td ...............................2/24/15
Tdap ...........................2/24/15
Typhoid ......................5/29/12
Yellow fever ...............3/30/11
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VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Many Vaccine Information Statements are 
available in Spanish and other languages. 
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de información sobre vacunas están 
disponibles en español y en muchos otros 
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

Influenza (Flu) Vaccine 
(Inactivated or Recombinant): 
What you need to know

 1 Why get vaccinated?
Influenza (“flu”) is a contagious disease that spreads 
around the United States every year, usually between 
October and May.
Flu is caused by influenza viruses, and is spread mainly 
by coughing, sneezing, and close contact.
Anyone can get flu. Flu strikes suddenly and can last 
several days. Symptoms vary by age, but can include:
• fever/chills
• sore throat
• muscle aches
• fatigue
• cough
• headache 
• runny or stuffy nose
Flu can also lead to pneumonia and blood infections, and 
cause diarrhea and seizures in children. If you have a 
medical condition, such as heart or lung disease, flu can 
make it worse.
Flu is more dangerous for some people. Infants and 
young children, people 65 years of age and older, 
pregnant women, and people with certain health 
conditions or a weakened immune system are at 
greatest risk. 
Each year thousands of people in the United States die 
from flu, and many more are hospitalized.
Flu vaccine can:
• keep you from getting flu,
• make flu less severe if you do get it, and
• keep you from spreading flu to your family and 

other people.

 2  Inactivated and recombinant 
flu vaccines

A dose of flu vaccine is recommended every flu season. 
Children 6 months through 8 years of age may need two 
doses during the same flu season. Everyone else needs 
only one dose each flu season.
Some inactivated flu vaccines contain a very small 
amount of a mercury-based preservative called 
thimerosal. Studies have not shown thimerosal in 
vaccines to be harmful, but flu vaccines that do not 
contain thimerosal are available.

There is no live flu virus in flu shots. They cannot cause 
the flu.
There are many flu viruses, and they are always 
changing. Each year a new flu vaccine is made to protect 
against three or four viruses that are likely to cause 
disease in the upcoming flu season. But even when the 
vaccine doesn’t exactly match these viruses, it may still 
provide some protection.
Flu vaccine cannot prevent:
• flu that is caused by a virus not covered by the vaccine, 

or
• illnesses that look like flu but are not.
It takes about 2 weeks for protection to develop after 
vaccination, and protection lasts through the flu season.

 3  Some people should not get 
this vaccine

Tell the person who is giving you the vaccine:
• If you have any severe, life-threatening allergies. 

If you ever had a life-threatening allergic reaction 
after a dose of flu vaccine, or have a severe allergy to 
any part of this vaccine, you may be advised not to 
get vaccinated. Most, but not all, types of flu vaccine 
contain a small amount of egg protein. 

• If you ever had Guillain-Barré Syndrome (also 
called GBS).
Some people with a history of GBS should not get this 
vaccine. This should be discussed with your doctor.

• If you are not feeling well. 
It is usually okay to get flu vaccine when you have 
a mild illness, but you might be asked to come back 
when you feel better.
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