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Vaccine Highlights
Recommendations, schedules, and more
Editor's note: The information in Vaccine High-
lights is current as of March 25, 2014.

  The next ACIP meetings
A	committee	of	15	national	experts,	the	Advisory	
Committee	 on	 Immunization	 Practices	 (ACIP)	
advises	CDC	on	the	appropriate	use	of	vaccines.	
ACIP	meets	three	times	a	year	in	Atlanta;	meetings	
are	open	to	the	public.	The	next	two	meetings	will	
be	held	on	 June	25–26	and	October	29–30.	For	
more	 information,	 visit	www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
acip/index.html.	
ACIP	periodically	 issues	public	health	 recom-

mendations	on	the	use	of	vaccines.	Clinicians	who	
vaccinate	should	have	a	current	set	for	reference.	
Published	in	the	Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report (MMWR),	ACIP	recommendations	are	read-
ily	available.	Here	are	sources:	
•	 Download	 them	 from	 links	 on	 Immunization	
Action	Coalition	(IAC)	website:	www.immunize.
org/acip.	

•	 Download	 them	 from	 CDC’s	 ACIP	 website:	
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs.	
In	addition,	extensive	information	on	ACIP	meet-

ings	 is	 available	 at	 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/
meetings/meetings-info.html,	 including	 details	
on	 past	 and	 upcoming	meetings,	meeting	 dates,	
registration,	draft	agendas,	minutes,	live	meeting	
archives,	and	presentation	slides.

2014 immunization schedules
On	February	 7,	CDC	 published	 “ACIP	Recom-
mended	 Immunization	 Schedules	 for	 Persons	
Aged	0	Through	18	Years”	and	“ACIP	Recom-
mended	Immunization	Schedule	for	Adults	Aged	
19	Years	or	Older—U.S.,	2014.”	These	MMWR	
reports	are	available	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pre-
view/mmwrhtml/mm6305a6.htm	 and	 www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6305a7.htm,	
respectively.	
The	child	and	teen	immunization	schedule	is	is-

sued	 jointly	 by	ACIP,	AAP,	 and	AAFP,	 and	 is	
available	 at	 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/
downloads/child/0-18yrs-child-combined-sched-
ule.pdf.
The	 adult	 schedule	 is	 issued	 jointly	by	ACIP,	

AAFP,	ACOG,	ACP,	and	ACNM,	and	is	available	
at	 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/
adult/adult-combined-schedule.pdf.
The	Immunization	Action	Coalition	(IAC)	has	

developed	laminated,	full-size	versions	of	both	the	
child/teen	(8-sided)	and	the	adult	(6-sided)	immu-
nization	schedules.	They	are	available	for	purchase.	
For	more	information,	visit	www.immunize.org/
shop/laminated-schedules.asp.

Vaccine Information Statements
On	February	4,	CDC	released	updated	VISs	 for	
Haemophilus influenzae	type	b	(Hib)	and	Td	vac-
cines.	 The	 updated	 Hib	 VIS	 replaces	 the	 1998	
version.	Access	the	Hib	VIS	at	www.immunize.
org/vis/vis_hib.asp.	Access	the	Td	VIS	at	www.
immunize.org/vis/vis_td.asp.	Because	both	VISs	
contain	changes	in	the	adverse	events	section,	it	is	
advisable	to	begin	using	the	updated	Hib	and	Td	
VISs	immediately.

On	January	24,	CDC	released	a	revised	Japanese	
encephalitis	VIS.	The	VIS	was	updated	to	reflect	
the	change	in	Ixiaro’s	minimum	age	from	17	years	
to	age	two	months.	Access	the	Japanese	encepha-
litis	VIS	at	www.immunize.org/vis/vis_japanese_
encephalitis_ixiaro.asp.

  Hib vaccine news
CDC	published “Prevention and Control of Hae-
mophilus influenzae Type b Disease: Recommen-
dations of the ACIP”	in	the	February	28	issue	of	
MMWR Recommendations and Reports.	Access	the	
recommendations	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/
rr6301.pdf.

  Measles news
On	March	7,	 the	New	York	City	Department	of	
Health	 and	 Mental	 Hygiene	 issued	 a	 press	 re-

lease	identifying	19	cases	of	measles	in	northern	
Manhattan,	 the	 Bronx,	 and	 Brooklyn,	 including	
ten	adults	and	nine	infants	and	children.	To	date,	
there	have	been	five	hospitalizations	as	a	result	of	
this	 outbreak.	New	York	 State	 and	Connecticut	
have	 reported	 cases	of	measles	 in	2014.	Access	
the	press	release	at	www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/
pr2014/pr007-14.shtml.

On	February	19,	the	California	Department	of	Pub-
lic	Health	(CDPH)	issued	a	health	advisory	titled	
“14	Measles	Cases	in	State	of	California	in	2014.”	
Access	the	advisory	at	www.cdph.ca.gov/Health-
Info/discond/Documents/CDPHMeaslesHealthAd-
visoryFeb2014.pdf.

  Hepatitis B vaccine news
On	December	20,	2013,	MMWR Recommendations 
and  Reports	published	CDC Guidance for Evaluat-
ing Health-Care Personnel for Hepatitis B Virus 
Protection and for Administering Postexposure 
Management.	This	report	contains	CDC	guidance	
that	augments	the	2011	ACIP	recommendations	for	
evaluating	hepatitis	B	protection	among	healthcare	
personnel	and	administering	post-exposure	prophy-
laxis.	 Explicit	 guidance	 is	 provided	 for	 persons	
working,	 training,	 or	 volunteering	 in	 healthcare	
settings	who	have	documented	hepatitis	B	(HepB)	
vaccination	years	before	hire	or	matriculation	(e.g.,	
when	HepB	vaccination	was	 received	as	part	of	
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Check	 the	 dates	 on	 your	 supply	 of	 Vaccine	
Information	 Statements	 (VISs).	 If	 any	 are	
outdated,	get	current	versions	and	VISs	in	more	
than	30	languages	at	www.immunize.org/vis.		

  New and updated VISs

       Multi-vaccine VIS 
              Expected mid-2014

unavailable ...

DTaP/DT/DTP .... 5/17/07
Hepatitis A ..... 10/25/11
Hepatitis B  ........ 2/2/12
Hib  .................... 2/4/14
HPV (Cervarix) ..... 5/3/11
HPV (Gardasil) ....5/17/13
Influenza (LAIV) ...7/26/13
Influenza (TIV) ....7/26/13
Japan. enceph. .1/24/14
Meningococcal .10/14/11
MMR ................4/20/12

MMRV ..............5/21/10
PCV13 ...............2/27/13
PPSV  ............... 10/6/09
Polio  ................ 11/8/11
Rabies  ............. 10/6/09
Rotavirus .......... 8/26/13
Shingles ........... 10/6/09
Td  ...................... 2/4/14
Tdap  .................. 5/9/13
Typhoid ............ 5/29/12
Varicella  .......... 3/13/08
Yellow fever  .... 3/30/11

For a ready-to-print version of this table for 
posting in your practice, go to www.immunize.
org/catg.d/p2029.pdf.
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recommendation	is	the	most	influential	factor	in	
parents’	decisions	to	vaccinate.”

“We	must	not	lose	track	of	the	fact	that	this	vac-
cine	prevents	cervical—and	a	number	of	other—	
cancers.	It	is	most	effective	when	given	before	in-
fection	with	HPV.	We	are	urging	all	physicians	to	
recommend	HPV	vaccination	firmly	and	strongly	
for	 the	 unvaccinated	 and	 incompletely	 immu-
nized	young	men	and	women	in	their	practices,”	
said	ACP	President	Molly	Cooke,	MD,	FACP.

“As	 ob-gyns,	 we	 have	 a	 responsibility	 to	 en-
courage	 our	 patients	 to	 help	 protect	 themselves	
against	cervical	cancer	by	getting	 the	HPV	vac-

cine,”	 said	 ACOG	 President	 Jeanne	 A.	 Conry,	
MD,	PhD.	“We	should	be	routinely	recommend-
ing	the	vaccine	for	all	of	our	adolescent	patients	
as	well	as	women	up	through	age	26,	even	if	they	
are	already	sexually	active.	In	addition,	we	want	
to	encourage	our	patients	who	are	mothers	to	vac-
cinate	their	sons	and	daughters	at	11–12	years.”

“For	each	year	that	vaccination	rates	among	girls	
stay	at	30%	instead	of	80%,	4,400	future	cervical	
cancer	cases	and	1,400	cervical	cancer	deaths	will	
occur,”	stated	CDC	Director	Tom	Frieden,	MD,	
MPH.	“CDC	has	created	many	resources	to	help	
providers	address	parent	questions	effectively	so	

that	they	can	strongly	recommend	the	HPV	vac-
cine.”

Healthcare	provider	recommendations	are	the	key	
to	increasing	HPV	vaccination	rates.	By	improv-
ing	the	strength	and	consistency	of	HPV	vaccina-
tion	recommendations,	more	patients	will	be	pro-
tected	from	HPV-associated	cancers	and	disease.

The	“Dear	Colleague”	letter	referenced	in	this	ar-
ticle	is	found	on	page	6–7	of	this	issue	of	Vacci-
nate Adults. It	is	also	available	at	www.immunize.
org/letter/recommend_hpv_vaccination.pdf.	 For	
an	 article	 about	 excellent	 resources	 to	 help	 you	
increase	your	HPV	vaccination	efforts,	see	page	2.

Recommend HPV Vaccine . . . continued from page 1

routine	infant	[recommended	since	1991]	or	catch-
up	adolescent	[recommended	since	1995]	vaccina-
tion).	Access	the	guidance	document	at	www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6210.pdf.

  Influenza news
According	to	a	CDC	telebriefing	held	on	Febru-
ary	7,	the	2013–14	influenza	season	has	been	par-
ticularly	hard	on	younger-	and	middle-age	adults,	
with	people	age	18–64	years	representing	61%	of	
all	hospitalizations	due	to	influenza—up	from	the	
previous	three	seasons	when	this	age	group	repre-
sented	only	about	35%	of	all	such	hospitalizations.
On	February	21,	CDC	published	three	articles	in		

MMWR	about	influenza.	
•	“Interim	Estimates	of	2013–14	Seasonal	Influenza	
Vaccine	Effectiveness—U.S.,	Feb.	2014”	avail-
able	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/
mm6307a1.htm.

•	“Update:	 Influenza	 Activity—U.S.,	 Sept.	 29,	
2013–Feb.	8,	2014”	available	at	www.cdc.gov/
mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6307a3.htm.

•	“Influenza-Associated	 Intensive-Care	Unit	Ad-
missions	and	Deaths—California,	Sept.	29,	2013–
Jan.	18,	2014”		available	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/
preview/mmwrhtml/mm6307a2.htm.	

On	February	3,	CDC	posted	a	“Dear	Colleague”	
letter	authored	by	Anne	Schuchat,	MD,	director,	
NCIRD,	CDC,	as	well	as	eleven	professional	so-
cieties.	The	letter	urges	healthcare	professionals	to	
protect	all	pregnant	and	postpartum	women	against	
influenza	 with	 vaccination,	 and	 also	 to	 initiate	
prompt	 antiviral	 treatment	 for	 pregnant	 women	
with	influenza.	Access	the	letter	at	www.cdc.gov/
flu/pdf/protect/pregnancy-letter-2014.pdf.

  Adult immunization news
The	March/April	2014	issue	of	Public Health Re-
ports	published	“Recommendations	of	the	National	
Vaccine	Advisory	Committee	(NVAC):	Standards	
for	Adult	Immunization	Practice.”	Access	the	Stan-

dards	at	www.publichealthreports.org/issueopen.
cfm?articleID=3145.	 The	 NVAC	 standards	 rec-
ognize	the	importance	of	the	healthcare	provider	
recommendation	 for	 patients	 to	 receive	 needed	
vaccines,	the	current	low	vaccination	rates	among	
U.S.	adults,	and	reflect	the	changed	environment	
within	which	adult	vaccines	are	now	given.	

On	February	7,	CDC	published	“Noninfluenza	Vac-
cination	Coverage	Among	Adults—U.S.,	2012”	in		
MMWR.	According	to	the	report,	only	modest	in-
creases	occurred	in	Tdap	vaccination	among	adults	
age	19–64	years,	herpes	zoster	vaccination	among	
adults	age	≥60	years,	and	HPV	vaccination	among	
women	age	19–26	years;	coverage	among	adults	
in	the	U.S.	for	the	other	vaccines	did	not	improve.	
Racial/ethnic	gaps	in	coverage	persisted	for	all	six	
vaccines	(PPSV,	Td/Tdap,	hepatitis	A,	hepatitis	B,	
herpes	zoster,	and	HPV)	and	widened	for	Tdap,	
herpes	zoster,	and	HPV	vaccination.	Increases	in	
vaccination	coverage	are	needed	to	reduce	the	oc-
currence	of	vaccine-preventable	diseases	among	

Vaccine Highlights . . . continued from page 4

adults.	Access	 the	 complete	 report	 at	www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6305a4.htm.

Meningococcal vaccine news
On	November	27,	2013,	the	CDC	Health	Alert	Net-
work	issued	a	CDC	Health	Advisory	titled	“Notice	
to	Healthcare	Providers:	Recognizing	and	Report-
ing	Serogroup	B	Meningococcal	Disease	Associ-
ated	with	Outbreaks	at	Princeton	University	and	the	
University	of	California	at	Santa	Barbara.”	Access	
the	complete	CDC	HAN	Health	Advisory	at	http://
emergency.cdc.gov/HAN/han00357.asp.

  Human papillomavirus news
In	February,	the	President’s	Cancer	Panel	released	
a	report	titled	“Accelerating	HPV	Vaccine	Uptake:	
Urgency	 for	Action	 to	Prevent	Cancer.”	Access	
the	 report	 at	 http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/
pcp/annualReports/HPV/PDF/PCP_Annual_Re-
port_2012-2013.pdf.
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