Use IAC’s Storage and Handling Materials to Help
Safeguard Your Valuable Vaccine Supply

Checklist for Safe Vaccine Storage and Handling

Don’t Be Guilty of These Errors in Vaccine Storage and Handling

The following are frequently reported errors in vaccine storage and handiing. Some of these errors are much more serious than others,

Here are the most important things you can do to saf w this list to see

uard your vaceine supply. Are you doing them all?

where you might make improvements in your vaccine management practices. Fill in each box with either (7) or (30) but none of them should occur. Be sure your clinic or practice is not making errors such as these.
Establish Storage and Handling Policies Error #1: Designating only one person, rather than at least two, | be helpful to the vaccine manufacturer and/or state immunization program in
1. We have designated a primary vaccine coordinator and at least one back-up coordinator to be in charge of vaccine ;:yii:ffr:’i"}':}":’x::f""gf j""" ":’L"@";‘g:’ﬁ’z‘u'_‘ % o mining whether your vacdne is st usable.
storage and handling at our facility. Know the basics of vaccine handiing, including what to do when a shipment Error #7: Recording temperatures for only the refrigerator or
2. Both the primary and back-up vaceine coordinator(s) have completely reviewed cither CDC's online vaceine amives and what o do i the event of an equipment faure or power outage. | freezer, rather than both
storage and handling guidance or equivalent training materials offered by our state health department's Its very important to trai at least one back-up person in allaspects of proper | Itis essential to monitor and record temperatures in allrefigerators and fes
storage and handling of vaccines. The back-up and primary persons should be ers used to store vaccine. At altimes you shou

immunization program. ;
equal familar with all aspects of vaccine storage and handiing, incding kno inth refigerators as well a th freezers. Ass

inz how 1o handle vaccines when they acrive, how to oroedy record refiiseras. | ture monitoring is accurate by purchasing ther:

3. We have detailed, up-to-date, written policies for general vaccine management, including policies for routine

brovide

Vaccine Handling Tips
Outdated or improperly stored vaccines won't protect patients! Emergency Response Worksheet

iccine

Log i
What to do in case of a power failure or another event that results in vaccine storage
outside of the recommended temperature range

Refrigerator 5
Follow these procedures: Record this information®:
Freezer 1. Close the door tightly and/or plug in the refrigerator/freezer. 1. Temperature of refrigerator: _curreat, . min,
N 2. Ensure the vaccine is ks & 2. Temp freezer: current, min,
DTaP, Tdap, Td, DT eratorffreczer is working properly of move the vaceines to aunit thatis. 3 g ator is located: o
Do not discard the affected vaccines. M s so that the pe , .
- Dotentilly compromised saccines can be casly dentii 4. Estimated amount oftime the unit's temperature was outside normal range:
y refiigerator freezer
Use P! MMRY Notify the local or state health department or call the manufacturer (sec iz
e | | h 5 Vaceines in the refiseratogfreezer during the event (use the table below)

Varicella

Zoster

fures over time. Visually checking
igerator and freezer.

Action taken

ve Vaccine in Storage! ———— .

Maintain freezer temp¢ 0000000 iration

e jAVISO! Contiene vacunas caras —

Inventory your vaccine supplies at least monthly and before age or

wa gl bnleniee s | DO NOT STOP POWER TO CIRCUIT BREAKER # E—

Maintain refriger:
at 35-46°F (2-8°C

Ensur|

is money wasted! fina
outage

Always use the vaccine with the soonest NO DES( W

expiration date first. Jse place-

oo Move vaccine with the soonest expiration date to the front
tion of of the storage unit and mark it to be used first. Keep vaccine I t
asncs|  vials in their original boxes. n event o

Store vaccine appropriately.' SI hay un prOl

troenr > 5 )
Place vaccines in refrigerator or freezer immediately upon
receiving shipment. Place vaccine in clearly labeled wire
baskets or other open containers with a 2-3" separation be-
tween baskets and from wall of unit. Separate VFC-supplied

Action taken

bn.org

Manufacturers
Crucell Vaccines Inc.  (800) 533-5899

: . SL Biotherapics, Inc. 358633
vaccines from vaccines that are privately purchased. Do not e
store vaccines in the door or on the floor of the unit. Medimmune, e, (8776334411

Merek & Co. Inc.  (800) 672-6372
*MMR may be stored in either the freezer or the refrigerator Novartis Vaccines  (800) 244-7668

Plizer Inc (800) 438-1985
"Refer to package insert for specific instructions on the storage of cach vaccine. If you have questions about the condition of sanofi pasteur (800) $22:2463

you should immediately place the vaccine in recommended storage, mark it “do not use,” and then call your state health de
manufacturer(s) to determine whether the potency of the vaceine(s) has been affected.  For other questions, call the immun
state or local health department

Record your health department’s phone number here:

health department phone number

Techmical et e by the Cerers —
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DO NOT UNPLUG!

iNo desconecte el refrigerador!

Checklist for Safe Vaccine Storage and Handling: www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3035.pdf

Vaccine Handling Tips: www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3048.pdf

Do Not Stop Power to Circuit Breaker (sign): www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2091.pdf

Do Not Unplug (sign): www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2090.pdf

Don't Be Guilty of These Errors in Vaccine Storage and Handling: www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3036.pdf
Emergency Response Worksheet: www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3051.pdf
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