
Dear Friend of IAC, 

The Immunization Action Coalition (IAC) is sending this annual appeal to 
its friends and past supporters . . . like you! Over the years, you have helped
us become the nation’s premier nonprofit source of child, teen, and adult
immunization information for healthcare professionals and their patients.
We’re pleased to report that 2015 has been a very productive year, and 
we expect to accomplish even more in 2016, with your continued support.

IAC’s unique core activities continue to have substantial impact:

• IAC Express, our weekly email newsletter which reaches more than 50,000 subscribers, delivers breaking
news about vaccine recommendations, licensures, Vaccine Information Statements (VISs), and 
much more.

• Ask the Experts, our extremely popular email and online feature, takes complex immunization questions
and provides practical answers from experts at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

• Our two major websites, www.immunize.org (for healthcare professionals) and www.vaccineinformation.
org (for the general public), host more than 30,000 visits per day. Over the last year, visitors to these
sites downloaded more than 3 million PDFs of IAC’s educational materials.

• Needle Tips and Vaccinate Adults, our CDC-reviewed periodicals, continue to serve healthcare professionals
as mainstays of immunization news and information. These free publications are distributed quarterly to
more than 50,000 opt-in subscribers, and are available at www.immunize.org.

• In close collaboration with CDC, IAC’s national repository of VIS translations has expanded to include over
40 languages. More than 2.5 million PDF copies of VISs have been distributed from the IAC website during
the past 12 months.

• Innovative partnerships aimed at increasing immunization rates and preventing disease have been estab-
lished/continued with professional societies, state immunization programs, and nonprofit organizations.

• IAC’s close cooperation with federal partners and working groups is helping to improve national immu-
nization recommendations and policy.

As the largest nonprofit organization in the United States dedicated exclusively to providing healthcare profes-
sionals with the up-to-date immunization information they need, IAC continues to be sought out by major
organizations of every type for unique collaborations. In particular, three major partnerships during 2015 illustrate
how IAC is involved in raising immunization rates for people of all ages.

adults: Standing Orders Workshops

This three-year collaboration with Pfizer was established to increase the use of standing orders protocols (SOPs)
in medical practices across the country. Although SOPs have been shown to improve adult immunization
rates, they are underutilized by many practices. 
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The Immunization Action Coalition (IAC) works to increase immunization rates and prevent disease by creating and distributing 
educational materials for health professionals and the public that enhance the delivery of safe and effective immunization services.
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To help overcome providers’ possible misunderstandings about the benefits of SOPs, as well as perceptions that
they are difficult to implement, IAC has scheduled 22 SOP workshops around the country, 17 of which remain
to be conducted through June 2016. Workshop attendees receive the tools, resources, and training they need
to implement standing orders in their practices.

Be sure to visit www.StandingOrders.org for more information about this project.

teens: Second Dose of MCV4

Meningococcal ACWY vaccine (MCV4) is recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
(ACIP) for all 11–12 year olds. A second dose is recommended at age 16 to enhance protection during the
time of greatest vulnerability to meningococcal disease, 16 to 21 years of age. Unfortunately, the two-dose cov-
erage rate for MCV4 in 17-year-olds is only 28.5%. 

IAC’s collaboration with Sanofi Pasteur is aimed at increasing this meager two-dose coverage rate by targeting
the nation’s healthcare professionals with messages that remind them of the importance of giving the second
dose to their patients. The website that IAC established for this project, www.Give2MCV4.org, gives providers
access to practical tools and resources for enhancing MCV4 vaccination in their practices.

children: Perinatal Hepatitis B Screening

Since 1995, CDC has been a continuous grantor and partner of IAC, including funding of our current five-year
award. Last year, CDC awarded us a supplemental grant to conduct a pilot program aimed at developing a hepa-
titis B screening tool to be used in labor and delivery units to ensure that expectant mothers are appropriately
tested for hepatitis B virus infection at the time of hospital admission.

To date, we have guided five hospitals in evaluating their hepatitis B screening protocols. Our goal is to make
sure that mothers for whom prenatal hepatitis B test results are not available receive hepatitis B testing upon
hospital admission. IAC is now preparing a summary report on what has been learned from the participating
hospitals. 

As you can see, IAC is continuing to work on many fronts in our efforts to increase immunization rates by keep-
ing healthcare professionals up to date on the increasingly complex world of immunization delivery. 

We invite you to continue your support of our efforts by sending an end-of-year contribution in the enclosed
envelope, or, if you find it more convenient, to donate through our web page at www.immunize.org/support.
More than 90 cents of every dollar IAC receives goes directly to fund our immunization projects.

Your dedication to immunization is deeply appreciated. 

With warmest wishes for lovely holidays and a healthy new year,

Deborah L. Wexler, MD
Executive Director

December 10, 2015


