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Vaccine Highlights
Recommendations, schedules, and more
Editor’s note: The information in Vaccine Highlights 
is current as of October 7, 2016.

Next ACIP meetings

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices (ACIP) is comprised of 15 national experts 
who advise CDC on the appropriate use of vaccines. 

ACIP meets three times a year in Atlanta; meet-
ings are open to the public and viewable online via 
live webcast. The next meetings will be held on 
Oct. 19–20 and Feb. 22–23, 2017. For more infor-
mation, visit www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip. 

ACIP periodically issues recommendations on 
the use of vaccines; they are published and readily 
available in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report (MMWR). Clinicians who vaccinate should 
have a current set for reference. Here are sources:

•  Download from IAC’s website:  
www.immunize.org/acip 

•  Download from CDC’s website:  
www.cdc. gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs 

In addition, extensive information on ACIP meet-
ings is available at www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/
meetings/index.html.

New ACIP recommendations

On August 26, CDC published “Prevention and 
Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines Rec-
ommendations of the ACIP – U.S., 2016–17 Influ-
enza Season” in MMWR Recommendations and 
Reports, available at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/ 
65/rr/pdfs/rr6505.pdf. Routine annual influenza 
vaccination is recommended for all persons age 6 
months and older who do not have contraindica-
tions. In light of concerns regarding low effective-
ness against influenza A(H1N1), ACIP recom-
mends that during the 2016–17 vaccination season, 
live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV4, FluMist, 
AstraZeneca) not be used. Q&As are available on 
these recommendations in “Ask the Experts” be-
ginning on page 1 of this issue of Needle Tips.

Cholera vaccine news

On June 10, FDA approved Vaxchora (PaxVax) 
for the prevention of cholera in adults age 18 
through 64 years traveling to cholera-affected ar-
eas. It is the only FDA-approved vaccine to prevent 
cholera. The package insert and other information 
is available at www.fda.gov/BiologicsBloodVac-
cines/Vaccines/ApprovedProducts/ucm505866.
htm. An ACIP statement for this new vaccine is 
being developed.

VIS news

On August 9, CDC released the final version of the 
serogroup B meningococcal vaccine (MenB) Vac-
cine Information Statement (VIS), and on July 20, 
the final versions of the hepatitis A, hepatitis B, 
and polio VISs were also released. These four VISs 
were updated from “interim” to “final” editions. 
CDC encourages providers to begin using these 
VISs immediately; however, stocks of the previous 
editions may be used until gone. The four new VISs, 
along with many translations, are available here:

In July, CDC confirmed that influenza VISs for 
the 2016–17 season will not need to be updated 
from those used during 2015–16. You should use 
the same influenza VISs that you used in the previ-
ous year. Influenza vaccine VISs are available at 
www.immunize.org/vis/vis_flu_inactive.asp. 

Even though ACIP does not recommend using 
LAIV vaccine for the 2016–17 season, you will 
find LAIV VISs and all other VISs, including more 
than 35 languages, at www.immunize.org/vis.

Storage and handling news

In June, CDC released its updated and redesigned 
its “Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit” guide 
in PDF format, available at www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/storage-handling-tool-
kit.pdf. The guide includes a change in CDC’s 
recommendations on the Fahrenheit temperature 
range for storing refrigerated vaccines. The new 
recommended range is 36°–46°F (previously 
35°–46°F). The Celsius temperature range (2°–
8°C) remains unchanged. Links to the new guide 
and additional CDC storage and handling informa-
tion are available at www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/
admin/storage/toolkit/index.html.

IAC is in the process of completing updates to all 
of its vaccine storage and handling online print 
materials to reflect this adjusted temperature guid-
ance. Visit www.immunize.org/handouts/vaccine-
storage-handling.asp to access these materials. 

Adolescent vaccine news

On August 26, CDC published “National, Re-
gional, State, and Selected Local Area Vaccination 
Coverage Among Adolescents Aged 13–17 Years 
– U.S., 2015” in MMWR. CDC analyzed data col-
lected regarding 21,875 adolescents through the 
2015 National Immunization Survey-Teen. Despite 
limited progress, HPV vaccination coverage re-
mained lower than MenACWY and Tdap coverage, 
indicating continued missed opportunities for 
HPV-associated cancer prevention. To read the 
report go to www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/
pdfs/mm6533a4.pdf.

On July 28, Dr. William L. Atkinson, MD, MPH, 
IAC’s associate director for immunization educa-
tion, presented a webinar titled “Adolescent Immu-
nization: Where We Are Now and How We Can 
Do Better.” Dr. Atkinson reviewed the recommen-
dations for each adolescent vaccine, provided 
strategies to improve coverage rates in this popula-
tion, and listed available resources to assist im-
munization providers in their efforts to improve 
coverage rates. It is now available on the home 
page of IAC’s main website at www.immunize.org. 
To view it, scroll down to the middle of the page 
to Dr. Atkinson’s photo and click on the link. In 
addition, the slide presentation is and speakers 
notes are available on IAC’s PowerPoint Slide Set 
web page at www.immunize.org/resources/res_
powerpoint.asp. At this link, you can request the full 
PowerPoint slide set and speakers notes to create 
your own adolescent immunization presentation.

AAP vaccine news

In September, AAP published “Recommendations 
for Serogroup B Meningococcal Vaccine for Per-
sons 10 Years and Older.” On the basis of epide-
miologic and antibody persistence data, AAP states 
that either meningococcal serogroup B vaccine 
may be administered to healthy adolescents and 
young adults 16 through 23 years of age (preferred 
ages are 16 through 18 years) to provide short-term 
protection against most strains of serogroup B 
meningococcal disease (category B recommenda-
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• MenB VIS  www.immunize.org/vis/vis_
meningococcal_b.asp

• HepA VIS  www.immunize.org/vis/vis_hepatitis_ 
a.asp

• HepB VIS  www.immunize.org/vis/vis_hepatitis_ 
b.asp

• Polio VIS  www.immunize.org/vis/vis_polio_ 
ipv.asp
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tion). (http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/ 
138/3/e20161890)

In September, AAP released a policy statement 
titled “Medical Versus Nonmedical Immunization 
Exemptions for Child Care and School Attendance.” 
The statement urges lawmakers to eliminate all 
non-medical exemptions for child care and school 
attendance. The AAP supports medically indicated 
exemptions to specific immunizations as determined 
for each individual child. The policy statement is 
available at http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/
content/early/2016/08/25/peds.2016-2145.

On August 29, AAP released a clinical report titled 
“Countering Vaccine Hesitancy,” which provides 
information about how to address parental concerns 
about vaccination. The Committee on Infectious 
Diseases and the Committee on Practice and Am-
bulatory Medicine issued the report which is avail-
able at http://dx.doi.org/10.1542/peds.2016-2146, 

and is also published in the September issue of 
Pediatrics. In the report, AAP officially acknowl-
edges for the first time that dismissal from the 
practice is an option in certain circumstances for 
patient families who categorically refuse vaccines. 
Dismissal was added as “a very last resort” in the 
toolbox for pediatricians dealing with vaccine-
resistant families. To read the AAP News article on 
this report, go to www.aappublications.org/news/ 
2016/08/29/VaccineHesitancy082916.

Hepatitis B news

In July 2016, IAC updated Hepatitis B: What Hos-
pitals Need to Do to Protect Newborns, an 84-page 
comprehensive guidebook to help birthing institu-
tions establish, implement, and optimize their 
perinatal hepatitis B birth dose prevention strate-
gies. Changes to the book reflect the updated CDC 
guidance regarding the timing of postvaccination 
testing of high-risk infants whose mothers are 
HBsAg positive. (CDC now recommends it at age 
9–12 months.) 

You can download the book or individual 
chapters free of charge, or you can order soft-cover, 
spiral-bound, color copies for $20 plus shipping at 
www.immunize.org/protect-newborns/guide. Dis-
counts available for ordering quantities. ✦

MMR ............... 4/20/12
MMRV ............. 5/21/10
Multi-vaccine .....11/5/15
PCV13 ............. 11/5/15
PPSV ............... 4/24/15
Polio ................ 7/20/16
Rabies ............. 10/6/09
Rotavirus ......... 4/15/15
Shingles .......... 10/6/09
Td .................... 2/24/15
Tdap ................ 2/24/15
Typhoid ........... 5/29/12
Yellow fever .... 3/30/11

Adenovirus ..........6/11/14
Anthrax ...............3/10/10
Chickenpox ..........3/13/08
DTaP....................5/17/07
Hib ........................4/2/15
Hepatitis A ..........7/20/16
Hepatitis B ..........7/20/16
HPV-Cervarix .........5/3/11
HPV-Gardasil .......5/17/13
HPV-Gardasil 9 ....3/31/16
Influenza ................8/7/15
Japanese enceph...1/24/14
MCV4/MPSV4 .....3/31/16
MenB ....................8/9/16

For a ready-to-print version of this table for 
posting in your practice, go to www.immunize.
org/catg.d/p2029.pdf.

Check the dates on your supply of Vaccine 
Information Statements (VISs). If they are out 
of date, obtain the most up-to-date versions 
as well as VIS translations in more than 30 
languages at www.immunize.org/vis.  

  Current VIS dates



This honor roll recognizes health-
care settings that have implemented 
mandatory vaccination policies for 
health care personnel (HCP).

To find the healthcare settings listed 
by state, visit www.immunize.org/
honor-roll/influenza-mandates/
honorees.asp 

To read position statements sup-
porting mandatory HCP vaccination  
from leading healthcare organizations 
and professional medical societies 
or to apply, visit www.immunize.org/ 
honor-roll/influenza-mandates. 

Apply for IAC’s  
Influenza Vaccination 

Honor Roll
Join more than 500 healthcare 

settings already honored!

Vaccine Highlights. . .continued from page 5 

Join more than 200 hospitals  
already honored!
This honor roll recognizes hospitals and 
birthing centers that have attained high 
coverage rates for administering hepatitis 
B vaccine at birth.

To find hospitals listed by state, visit  
www.immunize.org/honor-roll/birthdose/
honorees.asp 

To find out more about the birth dose 
honor roll, visit www.immunize. 
org/honor-roll/birthdose 

To apply, visit www.immunize. 
org/honor-roll/birthdose/ 
apply.aspx

Apply for IAC’s Hepatitis B  
Birth Dose Honor Roll

Immunization Action Coalition
Immunization Action Coalitionrecognizes the exceptional achievement of Your Institution Name Herecity and state names

and enrolls the facility into the 
Hepatitis B Birth Dose Honor Roll

for its noteworthy dedication to patient safety by establishing a
policy to administer the first dose of hepatitis B vaccine to 
newborns prior to hospital discharge, and achieving a coverage
rate of 99 percent.
The birth dose of hepatitis B vaccine is critical to safeguarding
all infants from hepatitis B virus infection which can lead to
chronic liver disease. 
We applaud your dedication to protecting patients.

Deborah L. Wexler, MD, Executive Director
March 15, 20I5A complete list of honorees is available at www.immunize.org/honor-roll/birthdose
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