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The Immunization Action Coalition’s (IAC) comprehensive guidebook 

Hepatitis B: What Hospitals Need to Do to Protect Newborns is a  

complete resource for helping hospitals and birthing centers establish, 

implement, and optimize their birth dose policies. 

The American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), American Academy 

of Pediatrics (AAP), American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

(ACOG), and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  

endorse administering hepatitis B vaccine at birth prior to hospital  

discharge, and all four have provided a review of this guide.

N E W  S O F T - C O V E R  E D I T I O N !  
Hepatitis B: What Hospitals Need to Do to Protect Newborns

Now available for purchase  
at $20 per copy from the  
Immunization Action Coalition

Go to www.immunize.org/shop

On two annual surveys conducted by the Immu-
nization Action Coalition covering the period from
July 1999 to October 2002 (see first entry in “Related
Resources” on page 13), state and local hepatitis
coordinators reported more than 500 medical
errors regarding perinatal hepatitis B prevention.
Examples of types of errors included:

• not properly prophylaxing infants born to
HBsAg-positive mothers with both hepatitis B
vaccine and hepatitis B immune globulin (HBIG)
within 12 hours of birth 

• not giving hepatitis B vaccine to infants born 
to mothers of unknown HBsAg status within 
12 hours of birth

• misinterpreting or mistranscribing hepatitis B
screening test results, or failing to communicate
results to or within the hospital

• ordering the wrong hepatitis B screening test
for pregnant women

Because of these types of errors, many children
are now chronically infected with hepatitis B virus
(HBV) and at least one infant has died. Children
infected when less than one year of age have a
90% chance of developing chronic HBV infection
with all its serious potential sequelae, such as 
cirrhosis and liver cancer.

Consider the following examples of medical errors
reported by the nation’s hepatitis coordinators
where infants were needlessly put at risk for peri-
natal HBV infection.

Medical Error Type #1
Infants born to HBsAg-positive mothers 
did not receive both hepatitis B vaccine and
HBIG within 12 hours of birth.

Recommendation of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), American Academy of Pedi-
atrics (AAP), American Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP), and the American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists (ACOG): All infants of HBsAg-
positive mothers (including premature infants) should
receive hepatitis B vaccine and HBIG within 12 hours
of birth.

case report examples

“The mother had been diagnosed with chronic
hepatitis B in 1994. In her prenatal record she was
documented to be HBsAg and HBeAg positive,
and this information appeared in several places on
the record that was sent to the hospital. Despite
this, her baby did not receive HBIG or the first dose
of hepatitis B vaccine in the hospital. In fact, the
hepatitis B vaccine order was crossed out in the
infant’s chart. Follow-up with the pediatrician on
day six indicated that the baby still had not received
any prophylaxis. The first dose of vaccine was
given when the infant was three weeks of age, the
second dose three months after the first, and the
third dose six months after the first. The child’s
current status is unfortunate. Diagnosed HBsAg-
positive at 19 months of age, the child is now being
followed by a liver specialist for chronic hepatitis B.”

“We have two cases where infants born to carrier
mothers received the first dose of hepatitis B 
vaccine three weeks after birth and no HBIG. In one
of the cases, a resident interviewed the mother
who claimed she was not HBsAg positive.”

“In 2000, we had 25 cases where the babies of
positive moms did not receive HBIG at birth.
Three of these babies are now infected. In one of
the cases, the mother’s status was erroneously
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States Report Hundreds of Medical Errors 
in Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention

Avoid tragic mistakes –
vaccinate newborns against
HBV in the hospital

By Teresa A. Anderson, DDS, MPH,
and Deborah L. Wexler, MD*
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To order, visit www.immunize.org/shop. 
Quantity discounts are available. 
Questions? Contact admininfo@immunize.org

▼

Cost: $20 per copy + shipping 
Discount pricing available! 
Shipping cost: 1 copy $5.75; 2–10 
copies $11.95 

84 pages / Dimensions: 9 x 11 x 0.5" 
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