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Vaccine Highlights
Recommendations, schedules, and more
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Editor's note: The information in Vaccine High-
lights is current as of October 13, 2014.

  Next ACIP meetings
A committee of 15 national experts, the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 
advises CDC on the appropriate use of vaccines. 
ACIP meets three times a year in Atlanta; meet-
ings are open to the public and available online via 
live webcast. The next meetings will be held on 
Oct. 29–30 and Feb. 25–26. For more information, 
visit www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip.

ACIP periodically issues recommendations on 
the use of vaccines; they are published and readily 
available in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report (MMWR). Clinicians who vaccinate should 
have a current set for reference. Here are sources:
•  Download from IAC’s website at: 

 www.immunize.org/acip.
•  Download from CDC’s website at: 

 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs.
In addition, extensive information on ACIP meet-
ings is available at www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/
meetings/meetings-info.html.

Pneumococcal vaccine news
On Sept. 19, CDC published “Use of 13-Valent 
Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine and 23-Valent 
Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine Among 
Adults Aged ≥65 Years: Recommendations of 
the ACIP” (MMWR 2014; 63[37]). At its special 
meeting on August 13, ACIP voted to recommend 
a dose of PCV13 (Prevnar 13, Pfizer) in series with 
PPSV 23 (Pneumovax, Merck) for all adults age 65 
years and older. For detailed information, access 
the recommendations at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/
wk/mm6337.pdf, pages 822–5.

  Influenza vaccine news
On Aug. 15, CDC published “Prevention and Con-
trol of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: Recom-
mendations of the ACIP—U.S., 2014–15 Influenza 
Season” (MMWR 2014; 63[32]).  These recom-
mendations include new guidance regarding the use 
of live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV, Flu-
Mist, AstraZeneca): “When immediately available, 
LAIV should be used for healthy children aged 
2 through 8 years who have no contraindications 
or precautions. If LAIV is not immediately avail-
able, IIV [inactivated influenza vaccine] should be 
used. Vaccination should not be delayed to procure 
LAIV.” Access the full recommendations at www.
cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6332.pdf, pages 691–7.

On Aug. 19, CDC issued two updated influenza 

vaccination. Only 57.3 percent of girls and 34.6 
percent of boys have received at least 1 dose of 
HPV. Coverage rates for Tdap and meningococcal 
vaccines continue to be strong: 86 percent of teens 
have received Tdap and 77.8 percent of teens have 
received the first dose of meningococcal vaccine. 
This report includes the first estimate of uptake of 
the second dose of meningococcal vaccine: 29.6 
percent of teens (age 17 years) have received it. 


For a ready-to-print version of this table for 
posting in your practice, go to www.immunize.
org/catg.d/p2029.pdf.

Meningococcal ... 10/14/11
Multi-vaccine .unavailable
    Expected mid-2014
PCV13 ............. 2/27/13
PPSV ............... 10/6/09
Polio ................ 11/8/11
Rabies ............. 10/6/09
Rotavirus ......... 8/26/13
Shingles .......... 10/6/09
Td ...................... 2/4/14
Tdap .................. 5/9/13
Typhoid ........... 5/29/12
Yellow fever .... 3/30/11

Check the dates on your supply of Vaccine 
Information Statements (VISs). If any are 
outdated, get current versions and VISs in more 
than 30 languages at www.immunize.org/vis.  

  Current VIS dates

Adenovirus ..........6/11/14
Anthrax ...............3/10/10
Chickenpox ..........3/13/08
DTaP....................5/17/07
Hib ........................2/4/14
Hepatitis A ........10/25/11
Hepatitis B ............2/2/12
HPV-Cervarix .........5/3/11
HPV-Gardasil .......5/17/13
Influenza ..............8/19/14
Japanese enceph...1/24/14
MMR ...................4/20/12
MMRV .................5/21/10

Vaccine Information Statements (VISs). The VIS 
for IIV is intended for use with all injectable for-
mulations. The VIS for LAIV is intended for use 
when administering nasal-spray vaccine. Access 
the IIV VIS in English and 18 translations at www.
immunize.org/vis/vis_flu_inactive.asp. The LAIV 
VIS and 17 translations are available at www.im-
munize.org/vis/vis_flu_live.asp. 

  HPV vaccine news
On Aug. 29, CDC published Human Papilloma-
virus Vaccination: Recommendations of the ACIP 
(MMWR 2014; 63[RR5]), a compendium of all cur-
rent recommendations for the use of HPV vaccines. 
See www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6305.pdf.

  Zoster vaccine news
On Aug. 22, CDC published “Update on Recom-
mendations for Use of Herpes Zoster Vaccine” 
(MMWR 2014; 63[33]), in which ACIP maintains 
its current recommendation that zoster vaccine be 
routinely recommended for adults age 60 years and 
older. Access the recommendations at www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6333.pdf, pages 729–31.

  Ebola news
On Aug. 6–7, the WHO director-general convened  
an Emergency Committee meeting regarding the 
2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak in West Africa. 
It was the committee’s unanimous view that the 
conditions for a Public Health Emergency of In-
ternational Concern had been met. For updates on 
the Ebola outbreak, access CDC’s website on Ebola 
information for healthcare providers at www.cdc.
gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/index.html.

  Vaccine coverage data
On Aug. 29, CDC published “National, State, and 
Selected Local Area Vaccination Coverage Among 
Children Aged 19–35 Months—U.S., 2013”     
(MMWR 2014; 63[34]). Access the report at www.
cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6334.pdf, pages 741–8.

On July 25, CDC published “National, Regional, 
and State and Selected Local Area Vaccination 
Coverage Among Adolescents Aged 13–17 
Years—U.S., 2013” (MMWR 2014; 63[29]). Ac-
cess the report at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/
mm6329.pdf, pages 625–33. While there was a 
modest increase in vaccination coverage among 
adolescents for each of the routinely recommended 
adolescent vaccines from 2012 to 2013, progress 
is occurring at an unacceptably slow pace for HPV 
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