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A	committee	of	15	national	experts,	the	Advisory	
Committee	 on	 Immunization	 Practices	 (ACIP)	
advises	CDC	on	the	appropriate	use	of	vaccines.	
ACIP	meets	three	times	a	year	in	Atlanta;	meet-
ings	are	open	to	the	public.	The	next	 two	meet-
ings	will	be	held	on	Feb.	26–27,	and	June	25–26,	
2014.	For	more	information,	visit	www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/acip/index.html.	

ACIP	 periodically	 issues	 public	 health	 recom-
mendations	 on	 the	 use	 of	 vaccines.	 Clinicians	
who	vaccinate	should	have	a	current	set	for	ref-
erence.	Published	in	the	Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report	 (MMWR),	 ACIP	 recommenda-
tions	are	readily	available.	Here	are	sources:	

•	Download	 them	 from	 links	 on	 Immuniza-	
tion	 Action	 Coalition	 (IAC)	 website:	 www.
immunize.org/acip.	

•	 Download	 them	 from	 CDC’s	 ACIP	 website:	
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs.	

On	October	22,	CDC	posted	minutes	of	ACIP’s	
June	 2013	 meeting	 at	 www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
acip/meetings/downloads/min-archive/min-
jun13.pdf.	 In	 addition,	 extensive	 information	
on	 ACIP	 meetings	 is	 available	 at	 www.cdc.
gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/meetings-info.html,	
including	details	on	past	and	upcoming	meetings,	
meeting	 dates,	 registration,	 draft	 agendas,	
minutes,	live	archives,	and	presentation	slides.

  CDC immunization news
On	September	12,	CDC’s	National	Center	for	Im-
munization	 and	 Respiratory	 Diseases	 (NCIRD)	
Director	 Anne	 Schuchat,	 MD,	 presided	 over	 a	
media	 telebriefing	 during	 which	 she	 discussed	
2012	immunization	rates	among	U.S.	infants,	re-
cent	 U.S.	 measles	 cases	 and	 outbreaks,	 and	 the	
20th	anniversary	of	the	passage	of	the	legislation	
that	created	the	Vaccines	for	Children	(VFC)	pro-
gram.	A	transcript	and	an	audio	recording	of	the	
telebriefing	are	available	at	www.cdc.gov/media/
releases/2013/t0912_measles-outbreaks-data.
html.	

On	the	same	date,	CDC	posted	a	digital	press	
kit	titled	“20	Years	of	Success:	CDC	Celebrates	
20th	 Anniversary	 of	 Vaccines	 for	 Children	
Program”	at	www.cdc.gov/media/dpk/2013/dpk-
20thanniversary-vaccines.html.	 The	 press	 kit	
contains	a	selection	of	VFC-related	resources	for	
healthcare	professionals	and	the	public,	including	
a	slide	show,	videos,	and	online	print	materials.

On	 September	 13,	 CDC	 published	 “National,	
State,	 and	 Local	 Area	 Vaccination	 Coverage	
Among	 Children	 Aged	 19–35	 Months—U.S.,	
2012”	in	MMWR.	The	report	is	available	at	www.
cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6236a1.
htm.

On	 August	 30,	 CDC	 published	 “National	 and	
State	Vaccination	Coverage	Among	Adolescents	
Aged	13–17	Years—U.S.,	2012”	in	MMWR.		Ac-
cess	 the	article	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/
mmwrhtml/mm6234a1.htm.

  Influenza news
On	 October	 28,	 the	 journal	 Pediatrics	 pub-
lished	 “Influenza-Associated	 Pediatric	 Deaths	
in	 the	 United	 States,	 2004–2012”	 available	 at	
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/
early/2013/10/23/peds.2013-1493.full.pdf+html.	
The	article	reported	flu-related	deaths	in	children	
younger	than	age	18	years	over	the	course	of	eight	
influenza	 seasons,	 from	 October	 2004	 through	
September	2012.	Results	showed	that	 influenza-
related	deaths	occurred	in	many	healthy	children,	
as	 well	 as	 those	 with	 one	 or	 more	 underlying	
health	 conditions.	 In	 addition,	 most	 of	 the	 chil-
dren	reported	to	have	died	during	the	study	period	
had	not	received	a	seasonal	influenza	vaccination.	
The	 findings	 support	 CDC’s	 recommendation	
that	all	children	6	months	of	age	and	older	should	
receive	influenza	vaccination	each	year.

On	 September	 20,	 CDC	 issued	 Prevention and 
Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: 
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices—U.S., 2013–2014.	
Routine	 annual	 influenza	 vaccination	 is	 recom-
mended	 for	 all	 people	 age	 6	 months	 and	 older.	
The	report	describes	recently	approved	vaccines,	
including	 quadrivalent	 live	 attenuated	 influenza	
vaccine	(LAIV4),	quadrivalent	inactivated	influ-
enza	 vaccine	 (IIV4),	 trivalent	 cell	 culture-based	
inactivated	influenza	vaccine	(ccIIV3),	and	triva-
lent	 recombinant	 influenza	 vaccine	 (RIV3).	 No	
preferential	recommendation	is	made	for	one	in-
fluenza	vaccine	product	over	another	for	persons	
for	whom	more	than	one	product	is	otherwise	ap-
propriate.	The	ACIP	recommendations	are	avail-
able	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6207.pdf.

CDC	recently	published	three	articles	in	MMWR 
on	influenza	vaccination	coverage:	
•	“Surveillance	of	 Influenza	Vaccination	Cover-

age—U.S.,	 2007–08	 Through	 2011–12	 Influ-
enza	Seasons”	in	the	Oct.	25	issue	at	www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6204a1.htm,

•	“Influenza	 Vaccination	 Coverage	 Among	
Health-Care	 Personnel—U.S.,	 2012–13	 Influ-
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  The next ACIP meetings

enza	Season”	in	the	Sept.	27	issue		at	www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6238a2.
htm,	and

•	“Influenza	 Vaccination	 Coverage	 Among	
Pregnant	 Women—U.S.,	 2012–13	 Influenza	
Season”	in	the	Sept.	27	issue	at	www.cdc.gov/
mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6238a3.htm.

On	August	22,	CDC	released	a	“Dear	Colleague”	
letter	 written	 by	 Anne	 Schuchat,	 MD,	 director,	
NCIRD.	In	the	letter,	Dr.	Schuchat	urges	health-
care	 professionals	 to	 talk	 with	 patients	 and	 the	
parents	of	children	about	the	benefits	of	yearly	in-
fluenza	vaccination	for	people	of	all	ages.	The	let-
ter	 also	encourages	providers	 to	begin	vaccinat-
ing	as	soon	as	vaccine	is	available	and	to	educate	
themselves	 about	 the	 influenza	 vaccine	 options	
currently	available.	Access	the	letter	at	www.cdc.
gov/flu/pdf/professionals/lettertoproviders.pdf.

  Meningococcal vaccine news
On	October	23,	ACIP	voted	to	recommend	the	use	
of	Menveo	(MCV4-CRM,	Novartis)	in	high-risk	
children	2	through	23	months	of	age.	Previously,	
the	FDA	had	licensed	the	use	of	Menveo	in	children	
2	years	of	age	or	older,	but	the	agency	expanded	
licensure	 to	 the	2	 through	23	months	age	group	
on	 August	 1.	 Three	 meningococcal	 conjugate	
vaccines	 are	 now	 approved	 and	 recommended	
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Check	 the	 dates	 on	 your	 supply	 of	 Vaccine	
Information	 Statements	 (VISs).	 If	 any	 are	
outdated,	get	current	versions	and	VISs	in	more	
than	30	languages	at	www.immunize.org/vis.		

  New and updated VISs

       Multi-vaccine VIS 
      (for 6 vaccines given to infants/children: 
          DTaP, IPV, Hib, HepB, PCV, RV)

11/16/12 ...

DTaP/DT/DTP .... 5/17/07
Hepatitis A ..... 10/25/11
Hepatitis B  ........ 2/2/12
Hib  ................ 12/16/98
HPV (Cervarix) ..... 5/3/11
HPV (Gardasil) ....5/17/13
Influenza (LAIV) ...7/26/13
Influenza (TIV) ....7/26/13
Japan. enceph. .12/7/11
Meningococcal .10/14/11
MMR ................4/20/12

MMRV ..............5/21/10
PCV13 ...............2/27/13
PPSV  ............... 10/6/09
Polio  ................ 11/8/11
Rabies  ............. 10/6/09
Rotavirus .......... 8/26/13
Shingles ........... 10/6/09
Td/Tdap  ........... 1/24/12
Tdap  .................. 5/9/13
Typhoid ............ 5/29/12
Varicella  .......... 3/13/08
Yellow fever  .... 3/30/11

For a ready-to-print version of this table for 
posting in your practice, go to www.immunize.
org/catg.d/p2029.pdf.

Ask the Experts . . . continued from page 1
Immunization,	available	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/
pdf/rr/rr6002.pdf.

We plan to keep our influenza vaccine in 
coolers when we travel to off-site vaccina-
tion events.  How can we ensure the vaccine 
remains within the proper temperature range? 
CDC	 does	 not	 recommend	 keeping	 vaccines	
in	 transport	 containers	 unless	 they	 are	 portable	
refrigerator	or	freezer	units.	 If	vaccines	must	be	
kept	in	transport	containers	during	off-site	clinics:
•	The	containers	should	remain	closed	as	much	as	

possible.
•	Only	the	amount	of	vaccine	needed	at	one	time	

should	be	removed	for	preparation	and	adminis-
tration.

•	A	calibrated	thermometer	(preferably	with	a	bio-
safe	glycol-encased	thermometer	probe)	should	
be	 placed	 as	 close	 as	 possible	 to	 the	 vaccines	
within	the	container.

•	The	temperature	inside	the	container	should	be	
read	and	documented	at	least	hourly.

If	you	have	concerns	that	vaccines	or	diluents		may	
have	been	compromised	(exposed	to	inappropriate	
conditions/temperatures	 or	 handled	 improperly),	
label	them	“DO	NOT	USE”	and	store	them	under	
appropriate	 conditions	 separated	 from	 other	

vaccine	supplies.	Then	contact	your	immunization	
program	and/or	vaccine	manufacturer	for	guidance.	
Do	 not	 discard	 the	 vaccines	 or	 diluents	 unless	
directed	to	by	your	immunization	program	and/or	
the	manufacturer.	For	more	information,	see	 the	
Transporting	Vaccine	in	an	Emergency	or	to	Off-
Site	Facilities	section	on	pages	91–96	of	CDC’s	
Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit	 at	www.
cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/storage/toolkit/storage-
handling-toolkit.pdf.	 Additional	 information	 is	
available	on	IAC’s	Vaccine	Storage	and	Handling	
website	at	www.immunize.org/handouts/vaccine-
storage-handling.asp.

  Influenza vaccine
We inadvertently administered a 0.5 mL dose 
of FluLaval (GSK) to a 2-year-old child before 
realizing that the vaccine is only licensed for 
use in people age 3 years and older. Do we 
need to repeat the dose with an age-appropri-
ate product?
No,	the	dose	does	not	need	to	be	repeated.	How-
ever,	two	errors	actually	occurred	here.	In	addition	
to	the	age	discrepancy,	the	child	also	received	a	0.5	
mL	dose	of	vaccine	rather	 than	 the	correct	dose	
(0.25	mL)	 for	 the	child’s	age.	Clinicians	should	
carefully	select	an	influenza	vaccine	that	is	licensed	
for	the	age	group	of	the	person	being	vaccinated.	
Fluzone	0.25	mL	(sanofi)	is	the	only	inactivated	
influenza	vaccine	approved	for	use	in	children	age	
6	months	through	two	years.	The	live	attenuated	
nasal	spray	vaccine	(LAIV,	FluMist,	MedImmune)	
is	approved	for	use	in	most	healthy	children	age	2	
years	and	older	(as	well	as	for	healthy	nonpregnant	
adults	through	age	49	years).	

If	the	child	should	need	a	second	dose	of	influ-
enza	vaccine,	an	age-appropriate	vaccine	should	
be	selected.			

The	 Immunization	 Action	 Coalition’s	 educa-
tional	piece	“Influenza	Vaccine	Products	for	the	
2013–2014	Influenza	Season”	(available	at	www.
immunize.org/catg.d/p4072.pdf)	provides	helpful	
information	on	the	wide	variety	of	influenza	vac-
cines	in	use	this	season.

We inadvertently administered intradermal 
influenza vaccine (Fluzone ID, sanofi) to a 
patient who is not in the recommended age 
range of 18 through 64 years. What should we 
do now?  
Because	people	younger	than		age	9	years	or	older	
than	65	years	are	more	likely	to	have	skin	that	is	
too	thin	for	proper	intradermal	administration,	a	
dose	given	to	a	person	in	these	age	ranges	should	
be	considered	invalid,	and	the	patient	should	be	
revaccinated.	For	people	age	9	through	17	years,	
the	dose	is	considered	valid	and	does	not	have	to	be	
repeated	if	the	clinician	is	certain	that	the	dose	was	
administered	intradermally	rather	than	subcutane-
ously.	If	there	is	any	doubt	about	whether	the	dose	
was	injected	intradermally,	it	should	be	repeated.

Is it acceptable to administer a dose of the 
quadrivalent influenza vaccine to a patient 
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for	 certain	 high-risk	 children:	 MenHibrix	 (Hib-
MenCY,	GSK)	for	children	6	weeks	 through	18	
months	 of	 age,	 Menveo	 for	 children	 2	 months	
and	 older,	 and	 Menactra	 (MCV4-D,	 sanofi)	 for	
children	9	months	and	older.

In	the	November	issue	of	the	journal	Pediatrics, 
the	 American	 Academy	 of	 Pediatrics	 (AAP)	
endorsed	 ACIP’s	 recommendations	 for	
meningococcal	 vaccination	 of	 children	 and	
adults.	 See	 http://pediatrics.aappublications.
org/content/132/5/e1463.full.	 The	 publication	
Prevention and Control of Meningococcal 
Disease: Recommendations of ACIP		is	available	
at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6202.pdf.

  Measles news
In	the	September	13	issue	of	MMWR,	CDC	pub-
lished	 three	 reports	on	measles	outbreaks	 in	 the	
United	States:	
•	“Measles—U.S.,	 January	1–August	24,	2013,”	

available	 at	 www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/
mmwrhtml/mm6236a2.htm;
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•	“Notes	 from	 the	 Field:	 Measles	 Outbreak	
Among	Members	of	a	Religious	Community—
Brooklyn,	 New	 York,	 March–June	 2013”	 at	
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/
mm6236a5.htm;	and

•	“Notes	 from	 the	 Field:	 Measles	 Outbreak	 As-
sociated	with	a	Traveler	Returning	from	India—
North	Carolina,	April–May	2013”	at	www.cdc.
gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6236a6.htm. 

  J. encephalitis vaccine news
On	November	15,	CDC	published	“Use	of	Japa-
nese	 Encephalitis	 Vaccine	 in	 Children:	 Recom-
mendations	 of	 the	 Advisory	 Committee	 on	 Im-
munization	 Practices,	 2013.”	 In	 May	 2013,	 the	
Food	and	Drug	Administration	approved	Intercell	
Biomedical’s	 license	 application	 to	 extend	 the	
age	range	of	its	inactivated	Japanese	encephalitis	
vaccine	 (IXIARO)	 from	age	17	years	and	older	
to	age	2	months	and	older.	This	ACIP	statement	
can	be	accessed	at	www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/wk/
mm6245.pdf,	pages	898–900.
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